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BACKGROUND KEY INDIVIDUALS   
 

On October 9, 2024, voters in Mozambique will head to the polls to 
decide the presidency and parliamentary seats. These are the seventh 
elections since the country’s shift to a multiparty democracy in 1994, 
following a 16-year long civil war. The elections are taking place against 
a backdrop of significant instability, including an ongoing Islamic State 
insurgency in the northern Cabo Delgado province, an economic crisis, 
and widespread poverty. 
 

The outcomes are likely to extend the ruling FRELIMO party’s 50-year 
dominance. Daniel Chapo, Frelimo’s leader, is expected to succeed 
outgoing President Filipe Nyusi. Whilst Mozambican politics has been 
characterized by protracted rivalry between FRELIMO and RENAMO, 
the country’s largest opposition party, independent candidate 
Mondlane has made unexpected waves and may indicate growing 
discontent with the status quo.  
 

The election's credibility is under scrutiny from both opposition parties 
and international observers, due to recent events and historical 
patterns of electoral irregularities.  The general elections in 2019 were 
widely criticized and considered by election monitors, including by The 
European Union Election Observation Mission, to be the most openly 
rigged to date, with allegations of large-scale fraud implicating both the 
National Election Commission and the Technical Secretariat for 
Elections. The 2023 local elections when FRELIMO unexpectedly won 
64 out of 65 municipalities, including in several RENAMO strongholds, 
resulted in protests across the country - including in the capital city, 
Maputo - and subsequent violent government crackdowns on dissent. 
In the lead up to the 2024 elections, Human Rights Watch (HRW) has 
reported an increase in police attacks against journalists and civil 
society activists, raising further concerns about freedom of expression 
and election integrity. 

 

Daniel Chapo (FRELIMO): Chapo is the newly 
elected president of Frente de Libertação de 
Moçambique. As the first party leader born 
after independence, he represents a 
generational shift. He has focused on 
economic development, promising a new 
development bank, and technical training for 
citizens. 
 

Ossufo Momade (RENAMO): Momade is the 
leader of Resistência Nacional Moçambicana, 
the largest opposition party. He has 
emphasized anti-corruption measures and the 
renegotiation of foreign contracts for industrial 
growth, positioning RENAMO as a reform-
oriented alternative to FRELIMO. 
 

Venancio Mondlane (Independent): A former 
RENAMO member, now running with support 
from the Democratic Alliance Coalition (CAD). 
He has emerged as a significant challenger, 
focusing on combating corruption. His 
message resonates well with young voters. 
 

Lutero Simango (MDM): Represents the 
Mozambique Democratic Movement, the 
second-largest opposition party. He offers a 
non-militarized approach focused on human 
development and economic growth. 

WHY YOU SHOULD CARE  KEY VOTER ISSUES 
 

Complex Security Landscape: Since 2017, the Cabo Delgado 
insurgency – in Mozambique’s northern province – has claimed over 
4,000 lives and displaced nearly 1.3 million people, according to HRW. 
The Ahlu Sunna Waljama'a (ASWJ), an Islamic State affiliate, has 
demonstrated increased operational capacity and geographic reach. 
Its tactics have included destroying infrastructure, targeting liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) projects and driving away civilians. The presence of 
foreign military forces, including the Rwandan Defense Force (RDF) and 
Southern African Development Community Mission to Mozambique 
(SAMIM) has highlighted concerns about the use of an excessively 
militarized approach, which may fuel the root causes of the insurgency. 
In addition, if FRELIMO retains power in what is perceived to be an 
illegitimate election, any resulting unrest may bolster ASWJ’s 
propaganda and fuel further radicalization. 
 

Geopolitical Implications: Mozambique’s LNG reserves have 
captured high levels of international investment, positioning it as a key 

 

Economic Challenges: Voters are concerned 
about widespread poverty and economic 
instability. Campaigns have focused on 
utilizing natural gas resources and 
renegotiating contracts for public benefit. The 
El Niño drought has worsened economic 
conditions. All candidates have made pledges 
to ensure that resource-wealth will translate 
into tangible economic improvements for 
citizens. 
 

Youth & Employment Opportunities: A young 
population has increased the pressure on job 
creation for new entrants to the job market. 
This reality has been exacerbated by high 
inflation and public debt, which has depleted 
youth opportunities to escape the poverty 
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player in diversifying Europe's energy supply away from Russia. 
However, the insurgency has led to project suspensions, notably 
French energy company TotalEnergies' $21 billion investment. The 
election outcome will influence the trajectory of these ventures and 
Mozambique's role in regional energy geopolitics, balancing Western 
interests against growing Chinese influence in the African continent. 
 

Poor Governance: Pervasive government corruption has been revealed 
during FRELIMO’s tenure, especially in the high-profile "tuna bond” 
scandal – a scheme where government officials and international 
bankers misappropriated $2 billion of fraudulent loans intended to fund 
maritime projects, including a tuna fishing company– leading to 
economic collapse in Mozambique. Despite this, a fragmented 
opposition has failed to present credible alternatives to the ruling party, 
in a system where new players struggle to gain a foothold. The 
upcoming elections could present an opportunity for voters to demand 
accountability on these issues. 
 

Resource Management: The country’s uneven wealth distribution 
from natural resource extraction has exacerbated local grievances, 
markedly in the Cabo Delgado province. The formalization of the mining 
sector, while bringing in potential economic growth, has 
simultaneously consolidated control within the power elite and further 
disillusioned locals. The election could present an opportunity to 
reframe the balance between foreign investment, local development, 
and resource nationalism. 
 

trap. All candidates have underscored the 
importance of improving employment rates as 
central to undercutting recruitment efforts by 
insurgent groups like ASWJ. 
 

Corruption: Entrenched systems of patronage 
and clientelism have fueled the high levels of 
corruption present within Mozambique’s 
political architecture. FRELIMO’s monopoly on 
state resources has compounded distrust 
among voters. As such, transparency and 
legitimate candidates seem to be a priority for 
the electorate. 
 

Security Concerns: The ongoing insurgency in 
the Cabo Delgado province has prompted 
widespread security concerns, as the ISIS-
affiliated ASWJ has utilized violence and 
kidnappings in its efforts to capture the 
northern region. This is of particular concern 
to formerly displaced communities that have 
returned to the province, and rhetoric focused 
on rebuilding Mozambican security capacities 
has featured prominently in the campaigns. 
 

KEY OUTCOMES  RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

» FRELIMO Retains Power: FRELIMO is likely to win the election, due 
in part to the embedded party apparatus that has held its hegemony 
since independence. FRELIMO’s ability to leverage state resources 
and its use of voter suppression tactics is likely to facilitate 
electoral gains in the upcoming elections. 
 

» Electoral Integrity & Unrest: Previous elections have been marred 
by allegations of electoral fraud. Allegations of the creation “ghost-
voters” by the ruling party - non-existent voters that were added to 
the electoral rolls to manipulate election results- as well as this 
historical trend of fraud could mean that the results are disputed 
and lead to civil unrest. 

 

» Opposition Gains: While FRELIMO remains the frontrunner, 
Mondlane has emerged as a significant contender and has 
evidenced his appeal to youth voters. This development could 
indicate the growing discontent with the traditional party apparatus. 

 

 

October 2023: Violence occurs after disputed 
local election results in several cities across 
the country - including Maputo, Nampula and 
Nacala- resulting in the police arresting 60 
people. 
 
August 2024: Former finance minister, Manuel 
Chang, was arrested in the United States in 
relation to his involvement in the tuna-bond 
scandal. 
 

September 2024: The National Electoral 
Commission reported that it had been the 
target of a cyber-attack, raising concerns 
about the security of the electoral process. 

 

DATE SOURCES: ERC (Election Resource Center) Africa; BTI 2024 Country Data Report; AFRO Barometer 2024  
 
 

Read more: 
 
IntelBrief: Islamic State Resurging in Mozambique 

https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-march-21/

