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This	 Issue	Brief	 is	part	of	a	project	undertaken	by	The	Soufan	Center,	with	the	support	of	 the	
Airey	Neave	Trust	 in	 London,	United	Kingdom,	 to	deepen	understanding	about	 the	 impact	of	
sancDons	and	proscripDons	on	terrorist	groups,	with	a	focus	on	violent	far-right	actors.	Through	
research,	 interviews,	 and	 consultaDons	 with	 key	 stakeholders,	 TSC	 considered	 whether	 the	
measures	 taken	 by	 several	 states	 –	 in	 parDcular,	 the	 U.K.,	 Canada,	 and	 other	 “Five	 Eyes”	
members	 –	 have	 had	 the	 desired	 impacts,	whether	 on	 a	 legal,	 poliDcal,	 or	 operaDonal	 level.	
Throughout	the	process,	the	team	has	had	the	opportunity	to	speak	with	government	officials	
represenDng	several	countries,	both	“Five	Eyes”	states	and	others,	who	have	grappled	with	the	
challenge	of	 far-right	 terrorism,	as	well	as	UN	officials,	experts,	and	pracDDoners.	To	 facilitate	
some	discussions,	 TSC	 organized	 two	 roundtables,	 one	 in	Washington	D.C.	 and	 one	 engaging	
parDcipants	from	the	United	Kingdom,	and	benefiSed	greatly	from	the	insights	shared.	We	are	
grateful	to	all	these	interlocutors	for	their	Dme	and	feedback.		
		
The	 Issue	Briefs	developed	 for	 this	project	each	 consider	different	aspects	of	 the	 challenge	–	
lessons	learned	from	the	sancDons	measures	developed	to	address	Al-Qaeda	and	ISIS;	how	the	
violent	 far-right	 movement	 has	 evolved	 and	 what,	 if	 any	 elements	 may	 be	 amendable	 to	
sancDons;	 and	 lessons	 learned	 from	 proscripDons	 and	 designaDons	 taken	 to	 date	 in	 several	
states	to	designate	violent	far-right	extremist	groups	as	terrorists.	Each	contributes	to	informing	
a	wider	quesDon	on	whether	sancDons	are	an	appropriate	tool	for	the	transnaDonal	dimensions	
of	far-right	terrorist	groups,	and	whether	there	is	a	role	for	internaDonal	actors	like	the	U.N.	in	
responding	to	these	developments.	We	hope	that	the	findings	and	policy	recommendaDons	will	
provide	a	useful	 basis	 for	policymakers	 and	pracDDoners	 as	 they	 consider	how	 to	address	 an	
increasingly	diverse	and	complex	terrorist	threat.	

Naureen	Chowdhury	Fink
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TRENDS IN VIOLENT FAR-RIGHT EXTREMISM 

• The	contemporary	violent	far-right	movement
features,	 to	 a	 large	 extent,	 the	 following
key	 trends:	 a	 diffuse	 and	 non-formalized
network	with	 dense	 online	 connecDons;	 a
limited	 reliance	on	 traveling	and	 in-person
organizaDon;	 and	 a	 prevalence	 of	 low-
complexity,	 low-tech,	 and	 copy-paste
aSacks.

• SancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 of
violent	 far-right	 extremist	 groups	 and
individuals	 could	 counter	 some	 of	 these
idenDfied	 trends—primarily	 financial	 and
operaDonal	 aspects,	 but	 also	 some
ideological	aspects,	if	to	a	lesser	degree.

• SancDons	and	proscripDons	can	also	enable
different	 tools,	 such	 as	 intelligence
gathering	 and	 analysis,	 which	 further
enhance	 a	 state’s	 understanding	 of	 how
some	of	the	idenDfied	trends	facilitate	acts
of	 violence	 within	 the	 movement.	 For
example,	this	could	include	how	cryptocurrency
is	traded	within	the	movement	and	to	what
degree	 cryptocurrency	 is	 used	 in	 planning
and	carrying	out	an	act	of	terrorism.

• It	 is,	 however,	 important	 to	 recognize	 the
limitaDons	of	sancDons	as	a	tool,	especially
when	considering	the	nature	of	the	violent
far-right	 threat	 and	 the	 key	 trends
highlighted	in	this	brief.	The	fluidity,	leader-
lessness,	 and	 lack	 of	 clear	 command	 and
control	 structures	 of	 the	 movement
complicate	 the	 ability	 of	 governments	 to
apply	 sancDons	 and	 designate/list/
proscribe	 groups	 under	 current	 legal
frameworks.

• RecommendaJons	 include:	 consider
designaDng	 foreign	violent	 far-right	groups
and	 individuals	 under	 either	 U.S.	 foreign
terrorist	 organizaDons	 (FTOs)	 or	 ExecuDve
Order	(E.O.)	13224	designaDon	authoriDes;
innovate	 to	 develop	 addiDonal	 forms	 of
regulaDons	 to	 counter	 the	 violent	 far-right
movement,	 beyond	 sanctions;	 focus	 on
strengthening	 international	 and	multilateral
cooperaDon	 among	 Five	 Eyes	 (FVEY)
countries	in	countering	the	threat	from	the
far-right	 terrorism,	 and	 build	 on	 that	 with
relevant	 partners;	 and	 strengthen
internaDonal	 cooperaDon	 to	 counter	 the
narratives	of	the	violent	far-right	movement.
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TRENDS IN VIOLENT FAR-RIGHT EXTREMISM 

This	 Issue	Brief	will	 examine	 four	 key	 trends	
in	the	violent	far-right	landscape	with	a	focus	
on	how	these	 facilitate	 ideological,	financial,	
and/or	operaAonal	aspects	of	the	movement,	
and	 whether/how	 sancDons	 prove	 a	 useful	
tool	 in	 countering	 or	 constraining	 these	
trends	 within	 the	 movement.	 This	 brief	 is	
based	 on	 a	 combinaDon	 of	 desk	 research,	
interviews	 with	 experts,	 pracDDoners,	 and	
government	 officials,	 as	 well	 as	 insights	
shared	 during	 two	 roundtable	 discussions	
hosted	by	The	Soufan	Center	(TSC). 		1

This	brief	identifies	four	key	trends	associated	
with	 the	 violent	 far-right	movement,	 with	 a	
view	 to	 considering	 the	 applicability	 and	
effecDveness	of	sancDons	in	this	context.	The	
first	 trend	 is	 the	 role	 of	 advanced	
technologies	 in	 violent	 far-right	 groups;	
specifically:	 social	 media,	 cryptocurrency,	 end-
to-end	 encrypDon,	 and	 3D-prinDng	 of	
firearms.	The	second	trend	is	the	recruitment	
of	children	and	youth.	The	third	 trend	 is	 the	
trans-naDonalizaDon	 of	 the	 movement.	 The	
fourth	trend	is	the	phenomenon	of	ideological	
convergence	of	violent	 ideologies	making	up	
the	contemporary	violent	far-right	movement.	
Not	all	of	 these	 trends	are	either	exhausDve	
of	 or	 exclusive	 to	 the	 violent	 far-right	
movement	but	can	also	be	found	in	terrorist	
movements	 moDvated	 by	 other	 ideologies.	
Where	 the	 violent	 far-right	 movement	
appears	more	adept	at	uDlizing	or	benefimng	
from	 a	 specific	 trend,	 as	 compared	 to	 other	
terrorist	movements,	this	is	noted	in	the	text.		

The	 research	 and	 interviews	 conducted	 for	
this	 paper	 indicate	 that	 these	 trends	
frequently	 overlap	 and	 are,	 on	 occasion,	
mutually	 reinforcing.	 It	 is	 important	 to	
acknowledge	 the	 existence	 of	 organizaDons	
and	 groups—which	 sport	 clear	 command-
and-control	 structures	 and	 formalized	
memberships—within	 the	 broader	 violent	
far-right	 ecosystem.	 The	 trends	 examined	 in	
this	 Issue	 Brief	 have,	 however,	 aided	 in	
defining	 the	 contemporary	 violent	 far-right	
movement	 as	 a	 diffuse	 and	 non-formalized,	
yet	 transnaDonal,	 network	 supported	 by	
online	 connecDons.	 Within	 this	 network,	
facilitated	 by	 advanced	 technologies,	 a	
plethora	 of	 violent	 ideologies	 remain	
accessible	 from	which	 to	pick	and	choose	to	
jusDfy	 violence,	 coupled	 with	 tacDcs	 to	
mobilize	 toward	 an	 act	 of	 violence	 with	 a	
global	 audience—contribuDng	 to	 the	
prevalence	 of	 low-complexity,	 low-tech,	 and	
copy-paste	aSacks.		

It	 is	 important	 to	 note	 that	 while	 this	 Issue	
Brief	 focuses	 specifically	 on	 how	 far-right	
extremist	groups	and	individuals	uDlize	these	
emerging	 technologies,	 violent	 extremists	
and	terrorists	espousing	other	ideologies	also	
make	 use	 of	 the	 same	 to	 further	 their	 own	
goals.	For	example,	 there	are	key	similariDes	
between	 how	 the	 Salafi-jihadist	 movement	

	One,	held	in	Washington	D.C.	in	May	2022,	brought	together	U.S.	government	officials,	diplomats	represenDng	1

states	affected	by	the	threat,	as	well	as	experts,	and	civil	society	organizaDons.	A	second	virtual	roundtable	
convened	U.K.	government	officials,	members	of	the	Airey	Neave	Trust	Board	in	London,	U.N.	officials	and	experts	
with	a	focus	on	the	United	Kingdom.	For	brief	summaries	and	further	informaDon	about	the	project	visit:	hSps://
thesoufancenter.org/projects/deterrence-and-denial-the-impact-of-sancDons-and-designaDons-on-violent-far-
right-groups/.
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and	 the	 violent	 far-right	 movement	 have	
utilized	the	internet	to	facilitate	radicalizaDon,	
recruitment,	 and	 mobilizaDon	 to	 violence. 	2
Indeed,	just	as	technological	advances	impact	
our	 everyday	 life,	 it	 also	 impacts	 most	
aspects	of	how	terrorist	and	violent	extremist	
actors	further	their	hateful	creed	and	goals	of	
violence.	 In	 2019,	 the	 U.S.	 Department	 of	
Homeland	Security	(DHS)	noted,	“Technological	
advances	 influence	 how	people	 radicalize	 to	
violent	 extremism	 and	mobilize	 to	 violence;	
empower	 violent	 extremists	 to	 portray	
aSackers	 as	 role	 models;	 provide	 aSackers	
with	 new	 tacDcal	 avenues	 and	 means	 of	
destrucDon;	 and	 create	 vulnerabiliDes	 to	
informaDon	 operaDons,	 including	 by	 foreign	
states,	 that	 are	 designed	 to	 enhance	 the	
aSracDveness	of	violent	extremist	causes.” 	3

Social	Media		

The	 growing	 violent	 far-right	 threat	 in	 the	
United	 States,	 the	 United	 Kingdom,	 and	
across	western	 countries	has	been	catalyzed	
by	 online	 radicalizaDon	 and	 mobilizaDon	 to	
violence	 as	 exemplified	 by	 some	 of	 the	
deadliest	 aSacks.	 On	 May	 14,	 2022,	 a	
gunman	 moDvated	 by	 white	 supremacy	
extremism	 and	 “the	 great	 replacement”	
theory	 killed	 10	 people—the	 majority	 of	
whom	 were	 Afr ican-American—in	 a	
supermarket	 in	 Buffalo,	 NY.	 His	 180-page	
manifesto,	 filled	 with	 racism	 and	 hate,	

detailed	 how	 he	 was	 almost	 exclusively	
radicalized	 and	mobilized	 to	 violence	 online	
through	 social	 media	 plaporms	 within	 two	
years. 	 The	 2017	 Finsbury	 Park	 mosque	4

aSacker	in	the	United	Kingdom,	who	drove	a	
van	 through	 a	 crowd	 of	 worshippers,	 killing	

	See,	for	example:	The	Soufan	Center,	“With	Supremacy	Extremism:	The	TransnaDonal	Rise	of	the	Violent	White	2

Supremacist	Movement,”	September	2019,	hSps://thesoufancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Report-by-
The-Soufan-Center-White-Supremacy-Extremism-The-TransnaDonal-Rise-of-The-Violent-White-Supremacist-
Movement.pdf	and	Etehad,	Melissa.	“White	Supremacists	and	Islamic	State	Recruits	Have	More	in	Common	Than	
You	Might	Think,”	Los	Angeles	Times,	August	7,	2019,	hSps://www.laDmes.com/world-naDon/story/2019-08-07/
domesDc-	terrorism-white-supremacists-islamic-state-recruits.

	“Strategic	Framework	for	Countering	Terrorism	and	Targeted	Violence,”	(Department	of	Homeland	Security,	3

September	2019),	12,	hSps://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publicaDons/19_0920_plcy_strategic-framework-
countering-terrorism-targeted-violence.pdf.	

	OdeSe	Yousef,	“The	Shooter	in	Buffalo,	N.Y.,	Appeared	to	Have	Become	Radicalized	Online,”	NPR,	May	15,	2022,	4

hSps://www.npr.org/2022/05/15/1099004689/the-shooter-in-buffalo-n-y-appeared-to-have-become-radicalized-
online.
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The	Russian	Imperial	Movement’s	official	Telegram	
channel	(Source:	Screenshot	of	Telegram	channel,	
July	20,	2022)
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one,	 also	 radicalized	 within	 a	 month	 both	
through	 consuming	 mainstream	 content,	 as	
well	 as	 white	 supremacy	 and	 Islamophobic	
conspiracy	theories	on	social	media. 		5

Social	 media	 has	 allowed	 violent	 far-right	
individuals	 and	 organizaDons	 to	 disseminate	
extremist	 content	 and	 facilitate	 the	 creaDon	
of	 a	 diffuse	 yet	 vast	 network	 of	 extremists	
within	 and	 across	 state	 borders	 to	 an	
unprecedented	 level.	 Far-right	 extremist	
organizaDons	 and	 individuals	 have	 uDlized	
emerging	communications	technology,	especially	
social	 media,	 for	 a	 range	 of	 acDviDes—
including	networking,	 radicalizing,	 recruiDng,	
financing,	 and	 planning	 aSacks	 and	 other	
violent	activities.	 	Violent	far-right	individuals	6

have	been	 inspired	and	 influenced	by	others	
that	 have	 commiSed	 acts	 of	 terrorism,	
posDng	manifestos	and	live-streaming	aSacks	
online.	 Indeed,	 for	 far-right	 terrorists,	 the	
culture	 of	 manifestos	 and	 live-streams	 has	
become	 a	 unique	 facet	 of	 how	 violence	 is	
celebrated	and	furthered,	and	social	media	is	
the	vehicle	by	which	these	are	disseminated. 	7
Social	media	 thus	allows	 for	 individuals	who	
are	 not	 affiliated	with	 a	 formal	 organizaDon	
or	 group	 to	 feel	 affinity	 with	 the	 broader	
violent	 far-right	 movement	 and	 build	 a	

community,	 gaining	 access	 to	 a	 global	
network	of	likeminded	individuals.		

At	 the	 same	 Dme,	 social	 media	 plaporms	
have	 struggled	 to	 curb	 the	 proliferaDon	 of	
violent	 far-right	 content	 online	 to	 the	 point	
where	experts	are	warning	of	the	“mainstreaming”	
of	 far-right	 extremist	 conspiracy	 theories	 and	
ideologies	online. 	This	is	a	concerning	trend,	8

because	 while	 liberal	 democracies	 must	
ensure	 the	 protecDon	 of	 free	 speech,	
mainstreaming	 complicates	 the	 efforts	 of	
regulators	 and	 enforcers	 to	 idenDfy	 what	
should	 be	 defined	 as	 “extremist	 content.” 	9
Where	tradiDonal	plaporms	have	someDmes	
managed	 to	 expel	 violence-promoDng	
individuals	 and	 groups—for	 example,	 when	
technology	 firms	 deplaporm	 individuals	 or	
organizaDons	 on	 terrorist	 lists—extremists	
have	 ouen	 sought	 refuge	 on	 less	 regulated	
plaporms	 and	 niche	 forums	 such	 as	
Telegram,	Gab,	and	4Chan.		

Cryptocurrencies		

Evidence	 suggests	 that	 violent	 far-right	
individuals	 and	 groups	 have	 been	 early	
adopters	 of	 cryptocurrency	 to	 finance	 and	
fundraise.	 A	 2021	 invesDgaDon	 by	 Southern	
Poverty	 Law	 Center	 found	 that	 over	 600	

	Vikram	Dodd,	“Terrorism	in	the	UK:	The	Rising	Threat	of	Far-Right	Extremists,”	Guardian,	May	16,	2022,	sec.	UK	5

news,	hSps://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/may/16/terrorism-in-the-uk-the-rising-threat-of-far-right-
extremists.

	Michael	Jensen	and	Patrick	James,	“The	Use	of	Social	Media	by	United	States	Extremists,”	(NaDonal	ConsorDum	6

for	the	Study	of	Terrorism	and	Responses	to	Terrorism,	July	2018),	hSps://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/
START_PIRUS_UseOfSocialMediaByUSExtremists_ResearchBrief_July2018.pdf.

	Graham	Macklin,	“The	Christchurch	ASacks:	Livestream	Terror	in	the	Viral	Video	Age,”	CombaAng	Terrorism	7

Center	at	West	Point	12,	no.	16	(July	18,	2019),	hSps://ctc.westpoint.edu/christchurch-aSacks-livestream-terror-
viral-video-age/.

	See,	for	example:	Cynthia	Miller-Idriss,	“How	Extremism	Went	Mainstream,”	Foreign	Affairs,	January	3,	2022,	8

hSps://www.foreignaffairs.com/arDcles/united-states/2022-01-03/how-extremism-went-mainstream;	
and	Heather	J.	Williams	et	al.,	“The	Online	Extremist	Ecosystem,”	(Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND	CorporaDon,	n.d.),	
hSps://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/perspecDves/PEA1400/PEA1458-1/RAND_PEA1458-1.pdf.

	Roundtable	Discussion,	hosted	by	The	Soufan	Center,	Virtual,	June	29,	2022.9
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crypto	 addresses	 were	 associated	 with	
known	 far-right	 extremist	 individuals	 or	
groups,	 including	 white	 supremacist	
ideologue	Greg	 Johnson	and	neo-Nazi	 group	
the	 Goyim	 Defense	 League. 	 The	 Nordic	10

white	 supremacy	 and	 neo-Nazi	 organizaDon	
the	 Nordic	 Resistance	 Movement	 also	 uses	
bitcoin	 to	 finance	 their	 acDviDes	 and	
encourage	 supporters	 to	 donate	 using	
cryptocurrencies,	 as	 the	 organizaDon	 has	
been	 prevented	 from	 having	 a	 bank	
account. 	 Indeed,	 fundraising	 acDviDes	11

uDlizing	 cryptocurrencies	 could	 prove	 a	
potenDal	 threat,	 primarily	 because	 crypto	
markets	are	less	regulated	than,	for	example,	
the	 formal	 banking	 system.	 Criminal	 groups	
and	 organizaDons	 are	 also	 taking	 advantage	
of	 this	 gap,	 which	 could	 create	 a	 further	
terrorism-crime	nexus	in	which	cryptocurrency	
proves	 to	 be	 the	 primary	 financial	 tool.	 In	
2021,	 criminals	 laundered	 $8.6	 billion	 of	
cryptocurrency—a	 year-on-year	 increase	 of	
30	percent. 	12

It	 is,	 however,	 important	 to	 note	 that	 the	
current	 applicability	 of	 cryptocurrencies	 to	
finance	 violent	 acDviDes	 and	 organizaDon	
within	 the	violent	 far-right	milieu,	and	other	
violence-promoDng	 ideologies	 for	 that	
maSer,	 is	 a	 complex	 issue.	 First,	 crypto	
currencies	 are	 increasingly	 becoming	

regulated,	allowing	for	tradiDonal	anD-money	
laundering	 tools	 to	 aid	 in	 countering	 the	
financing	 of	 terrorism.	 Second,	 individuals	
within	 the	 violent	 far-right	 movement	 sDll	
appear	to	differ	in	their	beliefs	on	the	efficacy	
of	 crypto	 currencies	 for	 financing	 purposes.	
For	example,	 the	Buffalo	 shooter	menDoned	
that	 crypto	 was	 “worthless”	 for	 his	 violent	
operaDonal	plans. 	Meanwhile,	other	violent	13

far-right	ideologues	and	known	propagandists	
promote	 crypto	 currencies,	 like	 bitcoin,	 to	
their	followers	for	their	own	financial	profit. 	14

Nevertheless,	 there	 are	 instances	within	 the	
violent	 far-right	 movement	 in	 which	 crypto	
currencies	 serve	 as	 an	 ideological	 incenDve,	
because	 it	adopts	a	non-state	based	 form	of	
financing.	 OrganizaDons	 like	 The	 Base	 and	
others	that	adhere	to	acceleraDonist	ideology	
encourage	members	 and	 followers	 to	 adopt	
paSern-of-life	 acDviDes	 that	 are	 primarily	
“off-the-grid”	 to	 minimize	 government	
oversight,	dependence,	and	surveillance. 	15

SDll,	liSle	evidence	exists	that	points	to	what	
exactly	cryptocurrency	 is	used	for	within	the	
violent	 far-right	 movement.	 Specifically,	
whether	 cryptocurrencies	 are	 used	 for	 the	
creation	of	propaganda	and	other	organizaDonal	
acDviDes,	 or	 if	 it	 is	 actually	 used	 to	 support	
and	 or	 commission	 of	 acts	 of	 terrorism.	 For	
example,	 January	 6	 organizer	 Nick	 Fuentes	

	Michael	Edison	Hayden	and	Megan	Squire,	“How	Cryptocurrency	RevoluDonized	the	White	Supremacist	10

Movement,”	Southern	Poverty	Law	Center,	December	9,	2021,	hSps://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2021/12/09/
how-cryptocurrency-revoluDonized-white-supremacist-movement.

	Amanda	Moller	Berg,	“NazisDska	NMR	utestängda	–	från	alla	banker,”	Expressen,	November	9,	2017,	hSps://11

www.expressen.se/nyheter/nazisDska-nmr-utestangda-fran-alla-banker/.

	“The	Chainalysis	2022	Crypto	Crime	Report,”	(Chainalysis,	2022),	hSps://go.chainalysis.com/2022-Crypto-Crime-12

Report.html.	

	Payton	Gendron,	Personal	Manifesto.13

	Erika	Kinetz	and	Lori	HinnanD,	“Far-Right	Cryptocurrency	Follows	Ideology	across	Borders,”	AP	NEWS,	September	14

28,	2021,	sec.	Cryptocurrency,	hSps://apnews.com/arDcle/cryptocurrency-coronavirus-pandemic-technology-
business-europe-f7f754fc2c68b0eb0d712239323f26c3.

	Jacob	Ware,	“Siege:	The	Atomwaffen	Division	and	Rising	Far-Right	Terrorism	in	the	United	States,”	ICCT	Policy	15

Brief,	July	2019,	20,	hSps://doi.org/10.19165/2019.2.05.
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received	 the	 bulk	 of	 a	 December	 28,	 2020,	
Bitcoin	transacDon—worth	about	$250,000—
which	 could	have	aided	him	organizaDonally	
leading	 up	 to	 and	 during	 the	 aSack	 on	 the	
U.S.	 Capitol.	 However,	 he	 has	 maintained	
that	he	did	not	 incite	 the	violence	nor	enter	
the	 Capitol	 that	 day. 	 In	 addiDon,	 a	 2019	16

report	 by	 RAND	 noted	 that	 the	 lack	 of	
widespread	 adaptaDon	 is	 likely	 a	 prohibiDng	
factor	 for	 terrorist	 groups	 or	 extremist	
individuals,	 because	 “cryptocurrencies	 are	
not	well	matched	with	the	totality	of	features	
that	 would	 be	 needed	 and	 desirable	 to	
terrorist	 groups.” 	 Indeed,	 research	 suggest	17

that,	 among	 violent	 extremist	 organizaDons	
and	 individuals,	 crypto	 is	 used	 in	 less	 than	
five	percent	of	organizaDonal	and	operaDonal	
financing,	 suggesDng	 that	 the	applicability	 is	
sDll	minimal. 	18

3D	Prin6ng	of	Firearms	

The	 3D	 prinDng	 of	 weapons,	 especially	
firearms,	 can	 aid	 an	 extremist	 group	 or	
organizaDon	 in	 acquiring	 more	 lethal	
weapons	for	an	aSack.	This	evoluDon	comes	

at	a	Dme	when	more	violent	far-right	groups	
and	 supporters	 appear	 to	 accept	 the	 noDon	
of	 the	use	 violence	 as	 a	means	of	 achieving	
poliDcal	 change. 	 In	 2021,	 U.K.	 police	19

warned	 of	 extremists	 potenDally	 seeking	 to	
use	 3D	 printed	 weapons	 auer	 an	 individual	
adhering	to	neo-Nazi	 ideology	was	convicted	
of	 eight	 terrorism	 charges	 in	 the	 first	
terrorism	 case	 in	 the	 country	 involving	 a	 3D	
printed	 gun. 	 High	 profile	 acts	 of	 violence	20

using	 crude	 homemade	 weapons,	 such	 as	
that	 used	 in	 the	 assassinaDon	 of	 former	
Japanese	 Prime	 Minister	 Shinzo	 Abe,	 may	
inspire	 wider	 adopDon	 of	 improvised	
firearms	 by	 extremists. 	 Terrorism	 expert	21

and	 researcher	 Rajan	 Basra	 has	 noted	 that	
the	 3D	 prinDng	 of	 firearms	 is	 a	 worrisome	
trend	 in	 the	 European	 violent	 far-right	
movement,	 but	 it	 appears	 to	 not	 yet	 have	
been	 adopted	 to	 the	 same	 extent	 by	 the	
Salafi-jihadist	movement. 	22

Using	 3D	 printed	 firearms	 can	 be	 an	
aSracDve	 tacDc	 to	members	 of	 the	 far-right	
extremist	 movement	 intent	 on	 commimng	
acts	 of	 violence	 as	 it	 offers	 two	 primary	

	“Alt-Right	Groups	and	PersonaliDes	Involved	In	the	January	2021	Capitol	Riot	Received	Over	$500K	In	Bitcoin	16

From	French	Donor	One	Month	Prior,”	Chainalysis,	January	14,	2021,	hSps://blog.chainalysis.com/reports/capitol-
riot-bitcoin-donaDon-alt-right-domesDc-extremism/	;	“Nicholas	J.	Fuentes:	Five	Things	to	Know	|	ADL,”	ADL,	July	8,	
2021,	hSps://www.adl.org/resources/blog/nicholas-j-fuentes-five-things-know.

	Cynthia	Dion-Schwarz,	David	Manheim,	and	Patrick	B.	Johnston,	“Terrorist	Use	of	Cryptocurrencies:	Technical	and	17

OrganizaDonal	Barriers	and	Future	Threats,”	(Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND	CorporaDon,	2019),	hSps://www.rand.org/
pubs/research_reports/RR3026.html.

	Jessica	Davis,	“Illicit	Money:	Financing	Terrorism	in	the	21st	Century,”	(Lynne	Rienner	Publishers,	2021):	171.18

	Zack	Beauchamp,	“AcceleraDonism:	the	obscure	idea	inspiring	white	supremacist	killers	around	the	world,”	Vox,	19

November	18,	2019,	hSps://www.vox.com/the-highlight/2019/11/11/20882005/acceleraDonism-white-
supremacy-christchurch.

	Lizzie	Dearden,	“Police	Issue	Warning	over	Terrorist	Use	of	3D-Printed	Guns	as	UK	Neo-Nazi	Jailed,”	Independent,	20

June	14,	2021,	sec.	News,	hSps://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/3d-printed-guns-terrorism-uk-morrice-
b1865750.html.

	Colin	P.	Clarke	and	Joseph	C.	Shelzi,	“The	AssassinaDon	of	Shinzo	Abe	and	the	Threat	Posed	by	DIY	Weapons,”	21

Lawfare,	July	13,	2022,	hSps://www.lawfareblog.com/assassinaDon-shinzo-abe-and-threat-posed-diy-weapons.

	Rajan	Basra,	“The	Future	Is	Now:	The	Use	of	3D-Printed	Guns	by	Extremists	and	Terrorists,”	GNET,	June	2022,	22

hSps://gnet-research.org/2022/06/23/the-future-is-now-the-use-of-3d-printed-guns-by-extremists-and-terrorists/.
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benefits.	 First,	 for	 individuals	 in	 countries	
where	access	to	firearms	is	strictly	regulated,	
it	provides	an	avenue	to	more	easily	acquire	
lethal	weapons.	The	2021	arrest	of	a	far-right	
extremist	 in	 Sweden	highlights	 this;	 Swedish	
police	 records	 indicate	 that	 the	 man	 was	
likely	 planning	 a	 mass-casualty	 aSack,	 and	
they	 found	 a	 half-wriSen	 manifesto	 in	 his	
home	 alongside	 3D	 printed-firearms	 and	
bomb-making	 material. 	 According	 to	 the	23

Nordic	 Resistance	 Movement,	 the	 man	 had	
reportedly	been	denied	a	weapons	license	in	
Sweden	 because	 of	 his	 affiliaDon	 with	 the	
group,	 which	 could	 be	 one	 of	 the	 reasons	
why	he	sought	instrucDons	online	on	how	to	
3D	print	semi-automaDc	weapons. 		24

Second,	 even	where	 access	 to	 firearms	 is	
not	 strictly	 regulated,	 such	 as	 in	 the	
United	 States,	 3D	printing	of	 parts	 or	 the	
whole	weapon	makes	 it	more	difficult	 for	
law	enforcement	to	trace	before	or	 in	the	
aftermath	 of	 an	 attack.	 U.S.	 neo-Nazi	
groups,	 The	 Base	 (designated	 as	 a	
terrorist	 entity	 in	 New	 Zealand	 and	
Canada)	 and	 the	 Atomwaffen	 Division	
(AWD)	 (proscribed	 in	 the	United	Kingdom	
and	 Canada),	 have	 highl ighted	 this	
particular	benefit. 	25

While	 there	 are	 no	 examples	 to	 date	 of	
successful	 far-right	 aSacks	 uDlizing	 3D-
printed	 firearms,	 experts	 warn	 that	 each	
aSack	 in	which	a	3D-printed	weapon	is	used	

serves	as	 inspiraDon. 	A	prominent	example	26

is	that	of	27-year-old	Stephan	Balliet,	who	in	
2019	 aSempted	 to	 aSack	 a	 synagogue	 in	
Halle,	Germany,	during	the	Jewish	holiday	of	
Yom	Kippur,	 and	was	 the	first	 known	violent	
far-right	aSacker	to	use	a	3D-printed	firearm.	
However,	 the	weapon	 frequently	 jammed	or	
misfired	 during	 the	 aSack,	 illustraDng	 the	
difficulty	 of	 prinDng	 a	 fully-funcDoning,	 and	
reliable	 weapon.	 SDll,	 it	 could	 be	 an	
inspiraDon	 for	 future	 aSackers.	 Terrorism	
experts	 Bruce	 Hoffman	 and	 Jacob	 Ware	
warned	 that	 “the	 shooter	 sought	 to	
demonstrate	the	possibility	of	making	simple,	
lethal,	 hard-to-trace,	 homemade	 guns…	
More	 such	 aSempts	 will	 likely	 follow,	 each	
building	on	the	other	to	become	increasingly	
deadly.” 	It	appears	that	the	man	arrested	in	27

Sweden	 in	2021	with	not	yet	completed	3D-
printed	 weapons	 had	 drawn	 inspiraDon	 and	
learned	from	the	Halle	shooter;	police	found	
videos	of	the	man	test-firing	a	completed	3D-
printed	firearm,	 likely	 an	aSempt	 to	 idenDfy	
and	 correct	 potenDal	 malfuncDons	 prior	 to	
the	aSack	itself. 	28

The	Use	of	Sanc6ons,	Lis6ngs,	and	
Proscrip6ons	

SancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 of	
violent	far-right	groups	and	 individuals	could	
be	 useful	 in	 limiDng	 or	 countering	 the	
uDlizaDon	of	emerging	technology	within	the	

	Mack	Lamoureux,	“Swedish	Police	Say	They	Thwarted	Neo-Nazi	Bombing	and	Mass	Murder	Plot,”	Vice,	May	31,	23

2022,	hSps://www.vice.com/en/arDcle/y3va9g/sweden-neo-nazi-mass-murder-plot-arrest.

	Radio	Nordfront	Broadcast,	Nordic	Resistance	Movement.24

	Eric	Woods,	“Right-Wing	Extremists’	New	Weapon,”	Lawfare,	March	15,	2020,	hSps://www.lawfareblog.com/25

right-wing-extremists-new-weapon.

	Jacob	Ware	and	Bruce	Hoffman,	“Is	3-D	PrinDng	the	Future	of	Terrorism?,”	Wall	Street	Journal,	October	25,	2019,	26

hSps://www.wsj.com/arDcles/is-3-d-prinDng-the-future-of-terrorism-11572019769.

	Ibid.	27

	“Köpte	kemikalier,	påbörjade	manifest	och	hyllade	Breivik	–	25-åring	åtalad,”	Dagens	Nyheter,	May	27,	2022,	28

hSps://www.dn.se/sverige/fore-deSa-nmr-medlem-atalas-for-aS-ha-Dllverkat-vapen-i-3d-skrivare/.

7



TRENDS IN VIOLENT FAR-RIGHT EXTREMISM 

violent	far-right	movement. 	For	example,	 it	29

appears	 that	 governments	 are	 capable	 of	
dismantling	and	seizing	the	assets	of	crypto-
wallets.	 In	 2020,	 the	 U.S.	 Department	 of	
JusDce	 (DOJ)	 announced	 “the	 government’s	
largest-ever	 seizure	 of	 cryptocurrency	 in	 the	
terrorism	 context,”	 which	 involved	 the	
dismantling	 of	 crypto-assets	 of	 designated	
FTOs:	 the	 al-Qassam	 Brigades,	 Hamas’s	
military	wing,	 al-Qaeda,	 and	 Islamic	 State	of	
Iraq	 and	 the	 Levant	 (ISIS). 	 Likewise,	30

following	the	protests	by	truckers	 in	Canada,	
the	 Canadian	 government,	 in	 addiDon	 to	
freezing	 bank	 accounts,	 also	 froze	 a	 crypto	
fundraising	 plaporm.	 While	 neither	 of	 the	
aforemenDoned	 examples	 are	 of	 sancDoned	
or	 proscribed	 violent	 far-right	 groups,	 it	
illustrates	 that	 the	 capability	 exists	 for	
governments	 to	 disrupt	 cryptocurrency	
financing	within	the	movement.		

In	 addiDon,	 sancDons	 and	 proscripDons	 can	
also	provide	governments,	 law	enforcement,	
and	the	intelligence	community	with	tools	to	
enhance	 their	 understanding	 of	 how	
cryptocurrency	 is	 traded	 within	 the	 violent	
far-right	 movement,	 and	 to	 what	 degree	
cryptocurrency	 is	 used	 in	 planning	 and	
carrying	 out	 an	 act	 of	 terrorism.	 Likewise,	
sancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 would	
aid	 in	 taking	 down	 a	 group	 or	 individual’s	
social	 media	 content,	 parDcularly	 where	

technology	 enDDes	 use	 sancDons	 lists	 as	
criteria	for	takedowns. 	For	example,	in	April	31

of	 2020	 when	 the	 Russian	 Imperial	
Movement	 (RIM)	 was	 designated	 as	 a	
Specially	 Designated	 Global	 Terrorist	 (SDGT)	
enDty	along	with	three	of	the	group’s	leaders,	
YouTube	 and	 other	 social	 media	 plaporms	
moved	 to	 have	 RIM’s	 accounts	 suspended.	
However,	 it	 is	 important	 to	 recognize	 the	
limitaDons	of	this	tacDc,	as	RIM	sDll	operates	
social	media	accounts	on	other	less	regulated	
plaporms,	 like	 Telegram.	 Furthermore,	 over	
the	 past	 20	 years,	 terrorist	 organizaDons	
designated	 by	 the	U.S.	 and	 allies,	 as	well	 as	
s a n cDoned	 u nde r	 t h e	 UN	 “ 1 267 ”	
counterterrorism	regime, 	have	conDnued	to	32

innovate	 to	maintain	 a	 presence	 online	 and	
skirt	social	media	censorship.	Therefore,	 it	 is	
important	 that	 governments	 and	 social	
media	 plaporms	 conDnue	 to	 work	 closely	
with,	 as	 well	 as	 uDlize,	 resources	 and	
research	from	iniDaDves	such	as	Tech	Against	
Te r ro r i sm	 to	 unde rs tand	 te r ro r i s t	
organizaDons	 and	 extremists’	 use	 of	 social	
media	plaporms.		

For	 countering	 tacDcs,	 techniques,	 and	
procedures	 (TTPs)	 like	 3D-prinDng	 of	
firearms,	sancDons,	proscripDons,	and	lisDngs	
may	 not	 offer	 the	 most	 effecDve	 means	 of	
constraining	 behaviors.	 However,	 if	 an	
individual	 is	 providing	material	 support	or	 is	

	Speakers	at	a	virtual	roundtable	organized	by	The	Soufan	Center	with	the	Airey	Neave	Trust	highlighted	the	29

importance	of	the	different	implicaDons	of	designaDons	and	proscripDons,	with	the	laSer	making	mere	
membership	in	the	group	a	criminal	offense;	many	designaDons	processes,	such	as	that	under	1267,	for	example,	
did	not	make	mere	membership	in	Al-Qaeda	or	ISIS	illegal.	For	more	see:	hSps://thesoufancenter.org/projects/
deterrence-and-denial-the-impact-of-sancDons-and-designaDons-on-violent-far-right-groups/	.

	“Global	DisrupDon	of	Three	Terror	Finance	Cyber-Enabled	Campaigns,”	The	United	States	Department	of	JusDce,	30

August	12,	2020,	hSps://www.jusDce.gov/opa/pr/global-disrupDon-three-terror-finance-cyber-enabled-campaigns.

	“GIFCT	Legal	Frameworks	Working	Group,”	(Global	Internet	Forum	to	Counter	Terrorism,	July	2021),	hSps://31

gifct.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/GIFCT-LegalFrameworks-WGroup.pdf.

	For	more	on	the	impact	of	sancDons	on	Al-Qaida	and	ISIS	under	the	UN	1267	regime	see:	Howard	Wachtel,	32

“Assessing	the	UDlity	of	the	UN’s	Terrorism	SancDons	Regime	20	Years	auer	9/11,”	Securing	the	Future	IniDaDve,	
Policy	Brief,	July	2022,	hSps://sfi-ct.org/publicaDons/.
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affiliated	 with	 a	 proscribed	 organizaDon,	
these	 tools	 can	 allow	 law	 enforcement	 to	
detect	 the	 disseminaDon	 of	 instrucDons	 or	
the	 process	 of	 prinDng	 3D	 weapons.	 For	
example,	 in	 January	 2022,	 four	 U.K.	 ciDzens	
accused	 of	 being	 members	 of	 a	 proscribed	
violent	 far-right	 group	 were	 also	 charged	
with	illegally	3D-prinDng	firearms. 	33

Lastly,	 it	 is	 important	 to	 recognize	 that	
sancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 are	 not	
the	 only	 avenues	 to	 counter	 or	miDgate	 the	
harnessing	 of	 emerging	 technology	 by	 the	
violent	 far-right	 movement.	 RegulaDon	 will	
likely	be	a	more	important	component.	In	the	
case	 of	 the	 3D-prinDng	 of	 firearms,	 for	
example,	 how-to	 instrucDons	 found	 online	
are	 not	 necessarily	 disseminated	 by	 the	
violent	 far-right	 or	 other	 violent	 extremists,	
but	 also	 gun-enthusiast	 networks. 	 Experts	34

aSending	 the	 TSC	 roundtable	 discussion	 in	
Washington,	D.C.,	highlighted	the	importance	
of	 implemenDng	already	exisDng	anD-money	
laundering	 tools	 to	 limit	 the	 use	 of	
cryptocurrencies	 and	 virtual	 currencies	 by	
violent	 far-right	 groups. 	 There	 are	 already	35

cryptocurrency	 companies	 that	 have	 taken	
specific	 steps	 to	 curb	 extremist	 acDviDes	 on	
their	 plaporms.	 For	 example,	 in	 2017,	 the	
publicly	 traded	 cryptocurrency	 exchange	
Coinbase	reportedly	blocked	transfers	 to	 the	

neo-Nazi	website,	The	Daily	Stormer.	In	2022,	
Coinbase’s	 user	 agreement	 explicitly	
prohibited	 uses	 that	 “encourage	 hate,	 racial	
intolerance,	or	violent	acts	against	others.” 		36

Several	 governments,	 pracDDoners,	 and	
experts	have	highlighted	the	disturbing	trend	
of	 children	 and	 youth	 being	 radicalized	 and	
recruited	 into	 violent	 far-right	 ideologies,	
networks,	 and	 groups.	 In	 March	 2022,	 the	
U.K.’s	 head	 of	 counterterrorism	 policing	
warned	about	a	rise	in	the	number	of	youths	
becoming	 caught	 up	 in	 far-right	 extremism;	
20	 children	 were	 arrested	 last	 year,	 19	 of	
whom	 were	 linked	 to	 violent	 far-right	
ideologies.	 In	 2021,	Dutch	 counter-terrorism	
agency	 NCTV	 warned	 that	 hundreds	 of	
teenagers	 may	 have	 become	 radicalized	 by	
the	 far-right	 “acceleraDonist”	 movement,	
posing	 a	 potenDal	 future	 terrorism	 threat. 	37

Indeed,	academics	and	experts	have	warned	
about	 how	 violent	 far-right	 networks	 and	
groups—largely	 operaDng	 online	 using	 a	
variety	of	 tacDcs—specifically	 target	children	

	“Far-Right	Terror:	Group	Used	3D	Printer	to	Make	Pistol	Parts,	Court	Told,”	BBC	News,	January	20,	2022,	sec.	33

Leeds	&	West	Yorkshire,	hSps://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-leeds-60071389.

	Yannick	Veilleux-Lepage,	“CTRL,	HATE,	PRINT:	Terrorists	and	the	Appeal	of	3D-Printed	Weapons,”	InternaAonal	34

Centre	for	Counter-Terrorism,	July	13,	2021,	hSps://icct.nl/publicaDon/ctrl-hate-print-terrorists-and-the-appeal-
of-3d-printed-weapons/.

	Roundtable	discussion,	hosted	by	The	Soufan	Center,	Washington,	D.C.,	May	24,	2022.35

	“EX-10.1,”	accessed	June	8,	2022,	hSps://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/36

0001705181/000119312521212476/d200515dex101.htm.

	“Dutch	Counter-Terror	Agency	Warns	of	Far	Right	‘AcceleraDonists,’”	DutchNews.Nl,	October	26,	2021,	hSps://37

www.dutchnews.nl/news/2021/10/dutch-counter-terror-agency-warns-of-far-right-acceleraDonists/.
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and	 youth	 for	 radicalizaDon,	 a	 risk	 that	 has	
only	 increased	 due	 to	 the	 COVID-19	
pandemic	and	 the	 resultant	 increase	 in	Dme	
spent	 online. 	 A	 study	 by	 the	 InternaDonal	38

Centre	 for	 the	 Study	 of	 RadicalisaDon	 (ICSR)	
also	 highlighted	 the	 phenomenon	 of	 youth-
on-youth	radicalizaDon	within	the	violent	far-
right	movement.	The	study	examined	10	far-
right	 youth	 groups	 from	 across	 Western	
Europe,	 noDng	 that	 all	 groups	 that	 “have	
emerged	 since	 2018,	 have	 an	 average	
membership	 age	 of	 under	 25	 and	 are	
associated	 with	 arrests	 for	 hate	 crimes,	
incitement	to	violence	or	acts	of	violence.” 	39

Indeed,	 in	 the	 U.K.,	 several	 teenagers	
belonging	 to	proscribed	 groups	 like	NaDonal	
AcDon,	 the	 Sonnenkrieg	 Division	 (SKD),	 and	
Feuerkrieg	Division	(FKD)	have	been	arrested	
and	 charged	 with	 terrorism	 over	 the	 past	
years.	Last	year,	a	boy	who	was	only	14	years	
old	when	he	became	head	of	the	BriDsh	cell	
of	FKD	was	convicted	of	 terrorism	charges, 	40

also	 raising	 quesDons	 about	 the	 nature	 of	
leadership	in	such	organizaDons.	

A	 combinaDon	 of	 factors,	 radicalizaDon,	 and	
recruitment	 tacDcs	make	children	and	youth	
aSracDve	 targets	 for	 grooming	 within	 the	
violent	 far-right	 movement.	 Like	 within	 all	
violent	 extremist	 movements,	 children	 and	
youth	 are	 seen	 as	 easily	 manipulated	 and	
ripe	 for	 indoctrinaDon,	 with	 a	 view	 to	

potenDally	 carry	 out	 acts	 of	 violence.	 The	
U.S.-based	 neo-Nazi	 organizaDon	 The	 Base	
has	 acDvely	 targeted	 adolescents	 for	
recruitment	 across	 Europe. 	 Within	 the	41

violent	 far-right	 network,	 specifically,	 the	
online	eco-system	and	culture	is	aSracDve	to	
children	 and	 youth.	 Memes,	 video	 games,	
“gamificaDon”	 of	 live-streamed	 terrorist	
aSacks,	 music,	 clothing	 brands,	 and	 fitness	
groups	 all	 create	 a	 sense	 of	 belonging	 and	
community,	 albeit	with	hate	 and	 violence	 at	
the	center.	Children	and	youth	are	also	more	
tech-savvy	 and	 have	 managed	 to	 leverage	
emerging	 technology,	 like	 social	 media,	 to	
their	 advantage—avoiding	 censorship	 and	
creaDng	 online	 spaces	 where	 hate	 and	
violence	 becomes	 mainstream—thus	
enabling	 “youth-on-youth”	 radicalizaDon.	
Patrik	 Hermansson,	 a	 researcher	 with	 Hope	
Not	 Hate	 focused	 on	 the	 U.K.	 right-wing	
movement,	 noted	 that	 the	 U.K.	 is	 ouen	
highlighted	 as	 a	 case	 study	 of	 the	 growing	
threat	of	youth	recruitment	and	radicalizaDon	
into	the	violent	far-right	movement,	because	
the	 data	 exists	 in	 the	 U.K.	 to	 illustrate	 the	
trend.	In	Hermansson’s	experience,	however,	
this	 is	 not	 exclusively	 a	 U.K.	 problem,	 as	 he	
has	 observed	 young	 people	 from	 all	 over	
Europe	 being	 aSracted	 to	 violent	 far-right	
groups	and	ideologies.	Most	worrisome	is	the	
aSracDveness	 of	 acceleraDonist	 ideology	
among	 adolescents	 in	 the	 violent	 far-right	

	See	for	example:	Cynthia	Miller-Idriss,	The	Extreme	Gone	Mainstream,	Princeton	Studies	in	Cultural	Sociology	38

(Princeton	University	Press,	2018),	hSps://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691170206/the-extreme-
gone-mainstream.

	Hannah	Rose	and	AC,	“‘We	are	GeneraDon	Terror!’:	Youth-on-youth	RadicalisaDon	in	Extreme-right	Youth	39

Groups,”	InternaDonal	Centre	for	the	Study	of	RadicalisaDon,	2021,	hSps://icsr.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/
ICSR-CST-Report-We-are-GeneraDon-Terror-Youth%E2%80%91on%E2%80%91youth-RadicalisaDon-in-
Extreme%E2%80%91right-Youth-Groups.pdf.

	Reuters,	“Boy	Spared	Jail	auer	Becoming	UK’s	Youngest	Terrorism	Offender,”	Reuters,	February	8,	2021,	sec.	40

United	Kingdom,	hSps://www.reuters.com/world/uk/boy-spared-jail-auer-becoming-uks-youngest-terrorism-
offender-2021-02-08/.

	Daniel	De	Simone	and	Ali	Winston,	“Neo-Nazi	Militant	Group	Grooms	Teenagers,”	BBC	News,	June	21,	2020,	sec.	41

UK,	hSps://www.bbc.com/news/uk-53128169.
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movement,	 as	 it	 emphasizes	 the	 need	 to	
break	 down	 what	 already	 exists	 to	 start	
anew. 	42

SancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 of	
violent	 far-right	 groups	 and	 individuals	 are	
potenDally	useful	tools	to	limit	or	counter	the	
recruitment	 of	 children	 and	 youth.	 Most	
obviously,	 proscripDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	
sancDons	 can	 serve	 as	 a	 deterrence	 for	
children	and	youth	to	associate	with	or	seek	
membership	 in	 an	 organizaDon	 for	 fear	 of	
prosecuDon.	All	FVEY	countries	consider	their	
legal	 mechanism	 for	 terrorism	 lisDngs,	
proscripDons,	or	sancDons	to	have	the	goal	of	
deterr ing	 membership.	 Hermansson	
explained	 that	 the	 U.K.’s	 proscripDon	 of	
violent	 far-right	 groups	 have,	 at	 least	
anecdotally,	 served	 as	 a	 deterrent	 against	
organizaDons	 like	 the	 Feurerkrieg	 Division	
(FKD),	 by	 advising	 online	 that	 prospecDve	
members	 with	 U.K.	 ciDzenship	 should	 think	
twice	 before	 applying	 for	 membership.	
Hermansson	 warned,	 however,	 that	
proscribing	a	group	is	not	always	a	deterrent,	
as	 it	 can	also	 serve	 to	add	“clout”	or	 cachet	
for	members	of	the	group. 		43

If	 the	 deterrence	 factor	 fails,	 it	 presents	
governments	 with	 the	 opDon	 of	 arrest	 and	
prosecuDon	 to	 prevent	 acts	 of	 violence—
though	 that	 presents	 unique	 challenges	 due	
to	 the	 legal	 statuses	 of	 minors.	 Despite	 the	
U.K.	being	one	of	the	FVEY	countries	with	the	
most	proscribed	violent	 far-right	groups,	 the	
involvement	of	children	and	youth	 in	violent	
far-right	acDvity	appears	to	only	be	increasing
—illustraDng	 the	 limitaDons	 of	 proscripDon	
of	 groups	 as	 a	 tool	 to	 prevent	 radicalizaDon	
and	 mobilizaDon	 to	 violence.	 Indeed,	 criDcs	

of	 the	 U.K.’s	 terrorism	 laws	 have	 voiced	
concerns	 about	 the	 country’s	 adopted	 hard	
line	 on	 viewing	 and	 downloading	 terrorist	
content	 online.	 This	 could	 have	 negaDve	
consequences	where	 children	 get	 caught	 up	
in	terrorism	investigations	or	are	inadvertently	
targeted	 by	 counterterrorism	 measures	
despite	not	having	had	malicious	 intent,	and	
thus	 lose	 fa i th	 in	 the	 system	 and	
government. 	 It	 is	 important	 that	 actual	44

mental	health	programming	and	other	efforts	
be	deployed	as	a	first	preventaDve	 response	
to	 safeguard	 minors,	 and	 that	 arrest	 and	
prosecuDon	 is	 not	 the	 go-to	 soluDon.	 The	
European	Union	(EU)	Radicalization	Awareness	
Network	 has	 also	 published	 a	 list	 of	 policy	
recommendaDons	on	how	to	acDvely	engage	
youth	in	prevenDon	programming,	instead	of	
treaDng	 children	 and	 youth	 as	 a	 “problem”	
when	 it	 comes	 to	 countering	 violent	
extremism.	

While	 violent	 far-right	 individuals	 have	
sported	 transnaDonal	 Des	 to	 likeminded	
individuals	 and	 organizaDons	 throughout	
history,	 the	 movement	 has,	 unDl	 recently,	
been	largely	associated	with	naDonal	idenDty	
and	 acDviDes.	 In	 recent	 years,	 however,	 this	
has	changed	and	governments,	pracDDoners,	
academics,	and	researchers	have	all	highlighted	
the	 increased	 transnaDonal	 nature	 of	 the	

	Interview	with	Patrik	Hermansson,	June	14,	2022.	42

	Ibid.	43

	“RadicalisaDon	and	Extremism	-	How	Children	May	Be	at	Risk,”	Devon	Children	and	Families	Partnership,	44

accessed	July	13,	2022,	hSps://www.dcfp.org.uk/child-abuse/radicalisaDon-and-extremism/.
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contemporary	 violent	 far-right	 movement. 	45

The	 U.S.	 Office	 of	 the	 Director	 of	 NaDonal	
Intelligence	noted	in	a	2021	domesDc	violent	
extremism	 (DVE)	 threat	 assessment	 that	
“U.S.	 [Racially	 and	 Ethnically	 MoDvated	
Violent	 Extremists	 (REMVE)]	 who	 promote	
the	 superiority	 of	 the	 white	 race	 are	 the	
[DomesDc	Violent	 Extremist]	 actors	with	 the	
most	persistent	and	concerning	transnaDonal	
connecDons	 because	 individuals	with	 similar	
ideological	beliefs	exist	outside	of	the	United	
States	 and	 these	 [extremists]	 frequently	
communicate	 with	 and	 seek	 to	 influence	
each	 other.” 	 The	 UN	 Counter-Terrorism	46

CommiSee	 ExecuDve	 Directorate	 (CTED)	
declared	 in	 April	 2020	 that	 it	 had	 been	
“alerted	by	Member	States	to	their	increasing	
concern	 at	 the	 growing	 and	 increasingly	
transnaDonal	 threat	posed	by	extreme	right-
wing	terrorism.” 		47

Technology	 has	 been	 an	 aiding	 force	 for	
transnaDonal	 Des—ideologically,	 financially,	

and	 operaDonally—allowing	 for	 grievances,	
ideas,	 goods,	 and	 TTPs	 to	 travel	 across	
borders.	 The	 most	 potent	 aspect	 of	 this	
network	 can	 be	 found	 in	 how	 a	 far-right	
mass-casualty	 terrorist	 aSack	 in	 Norway	
inspired	 a	 deadly	 aSack	 in	 New	 Zealand,	
which	 in	 turn	 inspired	 several	 terrorist	
aSacks	in	the	United	States. 	The	inspiraDon	48

for	and	call	to	violence	within	the	movement	
has	 thus	 become	 transnaDonal,	 largely	
facilitated	 by	 technology.	 This	 highlights	 the	
important	 potenDal	 for	 sancDons	 measures	
to	play	a	role	in	limiDng	the	access	of	known	
terrorists	 to	 technology	 plaporms	 and	
communicaDons	channels	to	further	incite	or	
radical ize	 others	 to	 v iolence. 	 The	49

transnaDonalizaDon	 of	 organizaDons	 within	
the	 movement	 also	 illustrates	 this	 relaDvely	
new	trend.	U.S.-based	neo-Nazi	organizaDons	
have	 established	 cells	 and	 inspired	 affiliated	
organizaDons	 in	 countries	 from	 Canada	 to	
Australia. 	 This	 is	 also	 reflected	 in	 the	50

sancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 of	

	See,	for	example:	Yassin	Musharbash,	“The	GlobalizaDon	of	Far-Right	Extremism:	An	InvesDgaDve	Report,”	45

CombaAng	Terrorism	Center	at	West	Point	14,	no.	6	(July	9,	2021),	hSps://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-globalizaDon-of-
far-right-extremism-an-invesDgaDve-report/;	and	“White	Supremacy	Extremism:	The	TransnaDonal	Rise	of	the	
Violent	White	Supremacist	Movement,”	The	Soufan	Center,	September	2019,	hSps://thesoufancenter.org/
research/white-supremacy-extremism-the-transnaDonal-rise-of-the-violent-white-supremacist-movement/.

	“(U)	DomesDc	Violent	Extremism	Poses	Heightened	Threat	in	2021,”	(Office	of	the	Director	of	NaDonal	46

Intelligence,	March	1,	2021),	hSps://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/
UnclassSummaryofDVEAssessment-17MAR21.pdf.

	United	NaDons	Security	Council	Counter-Terrorism	CommiSee	ExecuDve	Directorate,	“Member	States	Concerned	47

by	the	Growing	and	Increasingly	TransnaDonal	Threat	of	Extreme	Right-Wing	Terrorism,”	CTED	Trends	Alert,	April	
2020.

	Jack	Scates,	“Right-Wing	Extremist	Manifestos	Create	A	Blueprint	For	TransnaDonal	Terrorism	–	Centre	for	48

Analysis	of	the	Radical	Right,”	Center	for	Analysis	of	the	Radical	Right,	June	2,	2021,	hSps://
www.radicalrightanalysis.com/2021/06/02/right-wing-extremist-manifestos-create-a-blueprint-for-transnaDonal-
terrorism/.

	Discussions	with	senior	counterterrorism	officials	in	New	Zealand	highlighted	the	importance	of	sancDons	49

measures	in	impeding	the	access	and	communicaDons	of	designated	enDDes,	parDcularly	individuals,	in	an	effort	to	
stem	the	prospects	for	further	incitement	and	mobilizaDon.	Interview,	senior	counterterrorism	officials,	New	
Zealand,	June	2022.

	“The	Atomwaffen	Division:	The	EvoluDon	of	the	White	Supremacy	Threat,”	The	Soufan	Center,	August	12,	2020,	50

hSps://thesoufancenter.org/research/the-atomwaffen-division-the-evoluDon-of-the-white-supremacy-threat/.
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violent	 far-right	 groups	 and	 individuals	 in	
FVEY	countries—many	of	which	are	originally	
U.S.-based	 groups	 or	 off-shoots	 of	 U.S.	
groups.	 There	 are	 also	 cases	 of	 violent	 far-
right	 individuals	 who	 travel	 to	 connect	 with	
likeminded	 individuals,	 ouen	 at	 events	 such	
as	 conferences,	 concerts,	 or	 protests.	 In	
some	cases,	individuals	have	traveled	to	gain	
baSlefield	experience	in	conflict	zones. 		51

TransnaDonalizaDon	 has	 also	 allowed	 for	
increased	opportunity	for	fundraising	acDviDes	
online	 and	 the	 sale	 of	merchandise	 and	 far-
right	 paraphernalia.	 U.S.	 white	 supremacist	
Robert	 Rundo	 acDvely	 promotes	 his	 brand	
through	social	media	plaporms	like	Telegram,	
selling	 merchandise	 to	 individuals	 across	

Europe,	 including	 members	 of	 the	 Nordic	
Resistance	 Movement. 	 FVEY	 countries	 and	52

other	allies	could	build	groups	of	like-minded	
states	“to	champion	mechanisms	that	build	a	
comprehensive	sancDons	regime	that	is	less	a	
patchwork	 and	 thus,	 serves	 as	 a	 force	
mulDplier.” 	53

Without	U.S.	parDcipaDon	in	sancDoning	and	
designaDng	 violent	 far-right	 organizaDons,	
enDDes,	 and	 individuals,	 countering	 or	
miDgaDng	 the	 threat	 posed	 by	 the	 trans-
naDonalizaDon	 of	 the	 movement	 will	 be	
difficult.	 However,	 the	 U.S.	 Government	 has	
noted	that:		

“The	 structure	 of	 the	 transnaDonal	
[REMVE]	 movement	 is	 fluid,	 and	
ouenDmes	intenDonally	leaderless,	where	
groups	 –	 should	 they	 exist	 –	 ouen	 lack	
clear	 command	 and	 control	 structures.	
This	 is,	 by	 design,	 a	 well-honed	 tacDc	 of	
the	movement	to	evade	law	enforcement	
efforts	 in	 the	 United	 States	 and	 abroad.	
Therefore,	 designaDng	 REMVE	 groups	
and/or	 their	 members	 under	 U.S.	
counterterrorism	 authoriDes	 remains	
extremely	 challenging	 due	 to	 a	 lack	 of	
reliable	 and	 credible	 informaDon	 about	
their	 organizaDonal	 structures,	 which	 is	
criDcal	in	assessing	key	facts	including,	for	
example,	 whether	 acDviDes	 of	 an	
individual	 who	 claims	 some	 sort	 of	
undefined	 affiliaDon	 to,	 or	 associaDon	

	“White	Supremacy	Extremism:	the	TransnaDonal	Rise	of	the	Violent	White	Supremacist	Movement,”	The	Soufan	51

Center,	September	2019,	hSps://thesoufancenter.org/research/white-supremacy-extremism-the-transnaDonal-
rise-of-the-violent-white-supremacist-movement/.

	Screenshot	from	Nordic	Resistance	Movement-linked	Telegram	chat,	March	4,	2021.	52

	For	more	on	this	topic,	see	the	other	Briefs	in	this	series	and	in	parDcular,	Colin	P.	Clarke,	"Lessons	Learned	from	53

the	1267	SancDons	Regime	against	Al-Qaeda	and	Islamic	State	in	Iraq	and	Syria	(ISIS),”	The	Soufan	Center,	July	28,	
2022,	hSps://thesoufancenter.org/projects/deterrence-and-denial-the-impact-of-sancDons-and-designaDons-on-
violent-far-right-groups/	
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with,	 a	 group	 can	 be	 aSributed	 to	 the	
organizaDon.” 	54

AddiDonally,	the	United	States	has	limitaDons	
to	 its	 terrorism	 sancDon	 and	 designaDon	
regime,	 prevenDng	 it	 from	 applying	 it	 to	
groups	with	majority	U.S.	membership,	given	
the	nature	of	consDtuDonal	protecDons. 	55

While	 Canada,	 the	 U.K.,	 and	 New	 Zealand	
have	 listed	 and	 proscribed	 U.S.	 groups	 that	
are	 important	 nodes	 in	 the	 transnaDonal	
network	 of	 the	 violent	 far-right	 movement,	
these	lisDngs	and	proscripDons	have	a	limited	
ability	 to	 hamper	 the	 ideological,	 financial,	
and	 operaDonal	 aspects	 of	 groups	 in	 the	
absence	 of	 U.S.	 measures.	 For	 example,	
Canada’s	 lisDng	 of	 the	 U.S.	 violent	 far-right	
group	 the	 Proud	 Boys	 indeed	 prevents	 the	
organizaDon	 from	 having	 a	 bank	 account	 in	
Canada.	 However,	 since	 this	 group	 largely	
operates	 from	 the	 United	 States,	 it	 is	 not	
clear	how	useful	the	Canada	lisDng	has	been	
in	financially	hurDng	the	group.	What's	more,	
research	 suggests	 that	 the	 Proud	 Boys	
changed	the	organizaDon’s	name	in	Canada. 	56

This	 is	 an	 inherent	 shortcoming	of	 terrorism	

lisDngs,	proscripDons,	and	sancDons	that	was	
raised	by	experts	and	pracDDoners	from	FVEY	
countries	 during	 roundtable	 discussions	
hosted	by	TSC,	namely	that	groups	frequently	
change	their	names	to	circumvent	sancDons,	
lisDngs,	or	proscripDons.	 In	order	 to	address	
this	 challenge,	 the	 U.K.,	 for	 example,	 has	
made	 concerted	 efforts	 to	 amend	 the	
proscripDon	 of	 violent	 far-right	 groups,	 like	
NaDonal	 AcDon,	 to	 include	 different	 re-
iteraDons	of	the	group’s	name. 	57

It	is	important	to	note	that	the	applicaDon	of	
sancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 against	
violent	 far-right	 groups	 also	 carries	 the	
weight	 of	 signaling,	 to	 the	 internaDonal	
community,	 allies,	 and	 partners,	 a	 country’s	
willingness	 to	 combat	 a	 specific	 terrorism	
threat.	 During	 TSC’s	 roundtable	 discussions,	
experts	 and	 pracDDoners	 raised	 the	 issue	 of	
the	notable	lack	of	United	States	designaDons	
of	violent	far-right	groups	as	FTOs	or	Specially	
Designated	 Global	 Terrorist	 (SDGT)	 enDDes,	
with	 the	 excepDon	 of	 the	 Russian	 Imperial	
Movement	(RIM). 	This	stands	in	parDcularly	58

stark	 contrast	 to	 the	 United	 States’	 leading	

	U.S.	Government,	“Survey	Response	by	U.S.	Government	Regarding	REMVE	DesignaDons,”	provided	to	the	54

Soufan	Center	on	May	2022.

	For	more	on	this	topic,	see	the	other	Briefs	in	this	series	and	in	parDcular,	Jason	Blazakis,	“Comparing	Violent	Far-55

Right	Terrorist	DesignaDons	among	Five	Eyes	Countries,”	The	Soufan	Center,	July	28,	2022,	hSps://
thesoufancenter.org/projects/deterrence-and-denial-the-impact-of-sancDons-and-designaDons-on-violent-far-
right-groups/.

	For	more	on	this	topic,	see	the	other	Briefs	in	this	series	and	in	parDcular,	Jessica	M.	Davis,	“Lessons	learned	56

from	LisDng	Violent	Far-Right	Extremist	Groups	in	Canada,"	The	Soufan	Center,	July	28,	2022,	hSps://
thesoufancenter.org/projects/deterrence-and-denial-the-impact-of-sancDons-and-designaDons-on-violent-far-
right-groups/.

	Roundtable	Discussion,	hosted	by	The	Soufan	Center,	Washington,	D.C.,	May	24,	2022.57

	Roundtable	Discussion,	hosted	by	The	Soufan	Center,	Washington,	D.C.,	May	24,	2022;	Roundtable	Discussion,	58

hosted	by	The	Soufan	Center,	Virtual,	June	29,	2022.
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role	 in	 designaDng	 Salafi-jihadist	 groups	 as	
FTOs.		

One	 soluDon	 for	 the	U.S.	 to	 apply	 sancDons	
against	 violent	 far-right	 groups,	 while	
adhering	 to	 domesDc	 legislaDon	 and	
upholding	 protecDons	 of	 the	 consDtuDon,	 is	
to	 target	 foreign	violent	 far-right	groups	and	
individuals. 	 In	 June	 2022,	 New	 Zealand	59

adopted	 such	 an	 approach	 when	 lisDng	 the	
“American	 Proud	 Boys.” 	 Further,	 an	60

internaDonal	sancDons	expert	and	researcher	
interviewed	 for	 this	brief	 suggested	 that	 the	
United	 States	 should	be	more	 creaDve	 in	 its	
approach	 to	 apply	 sancDons	 that	 could	
potenDally	 disrupt	 the	 violent	 far-right	
transnaDonal	 network.	 For	 example,	 the	
potenDal	 financial	 Des	 between	 sancDoned	
individuals	 under	 the	 Global	 Magnitsky	 Act	
and	 violent	 far-right	 groups	 or	 individuals	
could	 be	 a	 useful	 avenue. 	 This	 could	61

potenDally	 prove	 especially	 useful	 in	
disrupDng	 western	 violent	 far-right	 groups’	
and	 individuals’	 Des	 to	 Russian	 groups	 and	
individuals	 sancDoned	 originally	 for	 human	
rights	 abuses	 and	 corrupDon.	 According	 to	
the	 U.K.	 Parliament’s	 report	 on	 Extreme	

Right-Wing	 Terrorism,	 “Russia	 has	 a	
longstanding	history	of	using	proxy	actors	 to	
exert	 poliDcal	 influence	 and	 cause	 social	
unrest,	and	it	is	highly	likely	that	it	perceives	
exerDng	 influence	via	 Far-Right	groups	as	an	
effecDve	 way	 to	 exacerbate	 tensions	 in	 the	
West.” 	62

One	of	the	challenges	within	the	contemporary	
violent	far-right	movement	is	the	diversity	of	
ideologies	that	moDvate	violence	but	cannot	
be	 simply	 categorized.	 While	 violence	 is	 an	
underpinning	 factor	 within	 the	 movement,	
an	individual	or	group	can	be	moDvated	by	a	
list	 of	 perceived	 grievances,	 conspiracy	
theories,	and	ideologies.	Moreover,	government	
officials	 and	 experts	 have	 noted	 the	
phenomenon	of	what	terrorism	expert	Bruce	
Hoffman	 h a s	 l a b e l ed	 “ i d eo l o g i c a l	
convergence”	 take	 root	 in	 the	 movement. 	63

This	has	also	been	 frequently	described	as	a	

	For	more	on	this	topic,	see	the	other	Briefs	in	this	series	and	in	parDcular,	Jason	Blazakis,	“Comparing	Violent	Far-59

Right	Terrorist	DesignaDons	among	Five	Eyes	Countries,”	The	Soufan	Center,	July	28,	2022,	hSps://
thesoufancenter.org/projects/deterrence-and-denial-the-impact-of-sancDons-and-designaDons-on-violent-far-
right-groups/.

	“Statement	of	Case	to	Designate	the	American	Proud	Boys	as	a	Terrorist	EnDty”	(New	Zealand	Police,	June	20,	60

2022),	hSps://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publicaDons/statement-of-case-the-american-proud-boys-
terrorist-enDty-20-june-2022.pdf.

	TSC-conducted	interview	on	July	7,	2022	with	an	internaDonal	sancDons	expert	and	researcher.	61

	“Extreme	Right-Wing	Terrorism”	Intelligence	and	Security	CommiSee	of	Parliament,	UK	Parliament,	July	13,	2022,	62

hSps://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/E02710035-HCP-Extreme-Right-Wing-
Terrorism_Accessible.pdf.

	Bruce	Hoffman	and	Jacob	Ware,	“The	Terrorist	Threat	from	the	Fractured	Far	Right,”	Lawfare,	November	1,	2020,	63

hSps://www.lawfareblog.com/terrorist-threat-fractured-far-right.
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shiu	 toward	 a	 “nebulous	 movement”	 or	
“salad	 bar”	 ideology. 	 Specifically,	 an	64

indiv idual	 becomes	 radica l i zed	 and	

potenDally	 mobilizes	 toward	 an	 act	 of	
violence	 moDvated	 by	 a	 wide	 range	 of	
ideologies	 that	 overlap,	 converge,	 or	 even	
contradict	one	another. 		65

These	 different	 ideological	 elements	 sDll	
inform	 an	 extremist	 belief	 system	 that	
underpins	 violence	 as	 a	 poliDcal	 soluDon.	
One	 of	 the	 most	 common	 examples	 of	
ideological	 convergence	 is	 that	 of	 eco-
fascism.	 This	 ideology	 blends	 what	 may	 be	
considered	 tradiDonal	 violent	 far-right	 and	
tradiDonal	 extreme	 leu-wing	 ideologies	with	
one	 caveat:	 the	 perseverance	 of	 the	
environment	 for	 the	 perceived	white	 race. 	66

Eco-fascists	 also	 frequently	 blame	minoriDes	
and	ethnic	groups	for	the	degradaDon	of	the	
environment.	Several	far-right	terrorists	have	
included	 eco-fascist	 ideology	 in	 their	
manifestos,	 including	 the	 2019	 Christchurch	
mosque	 shooter,	 the	 2019	 El	 Paso	 shooter,	
and	 the	 2022	 Buffalo	 shooter. 	 Another	67

example	of	ideological	convergence	is	that	of	
neo-Nazi	 groups,	 like	 the	 Atomwaffen	
Division	 and	 the	 Base,	 veneraDng	 Salafi-
jihadist	 groups,	 aSacks,	 and	 leaders,	 like	
Osama	bin	Laden. 	The	affinity	between	the	68

violent	 far-right	 movement	 and	 Salafi-
jihadism	was	on	full	display	following	the	U.S.	

	Cristopher	Wray,	“Worldwide	Threats	to	the	Homeland,”	TesDmony,	Federal	Bureau	of	InvesDgaDon,	September	64

24,	2020,	hSps://www.�i.gov/news/tesDmony/worldwide-threats-to-the-homeland-092420;	and	Colin	Clarke	and	
Al	Aqeedi,	“What	Terrorism	Will	Look	Like	in	the	Near	Future,”	New	Lines	InsAtute,	June	29,	2021,	hSps://
newlinesinsDtute.org/nonstate-actors/what-terrorism-will-look-like-in-the-near-future/.

	“IntelBrief:	The	Counterterrorism	Challenge	of	‘Salad	Bar’	Ideologies,”	The	Soufan	Center,	March	29,	2021,	65

hSps://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2021-march-29/.

	Graham	Macklin,	“The	Extreme	Right,	Climate	Change	and	Terrorism,”	Terrorism	and	PoliAcal	Violence	34,	no.	5	66

(July	4,	2022):	979–96,	hSps://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2022.2069928.

	Oliver	Milman,	“Buffalo	Suspect	May	Be	Latest	Mass	Shooter	MoDvated	by	‘Eco-Fascism,’”	The	Guardian,	May	17,	67

2022,	hSps://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/17/buffalo-shooDng-suspect-eco-fascism.

	Ben	Makuch	and	Mack	Lamoureux,	“Neo-Nazis	Are	Glorifying	Osama	Bin	Laden,”	Vice,	September	17,	2019,	68

hSps://www.vice.com/en/arDcle/bjwv4a/neo-nazis-are-glorifying-osama-bin-laden.
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withdrawal	 from	 Afghanistan	 and	 the	
subsequent	 take-over	 by	 the	 Taliban.	 In	 an	
online	encrypted	chat	forum,	acceleraDonists	
celebrated	 what	 they	 considered	 the	 defeat	
of	 the	 U.S.	 military	 and	 the	 global	 world	
order,	admiring	the	Taliban’s	accomplishments	
with	 some	 arguing	 that	 it	 was	 a	 “sign”	 of	
what	 would	 happen	 when	 they	 eventually	
take	up	arms	against	their	own	governments. 	69

The	 ideological	 convergence	 of	 the	 violent	
far-right	movement	presents	a	unique	threat	
to	 governments,	 socieDes,	 law	enforcement,	
and	 the	 intelligence	 community.	 Chiefly,	
because	 the	 threat	 is	 difficult	 to	define	and,	
in	 large	 part,	 lacks	 the	 organizaDonal	
structures	 with	 which	 many	 seasoned	
counter-terrorism	professional	are	familiar.	

SancDons,	lisDngs,	and	proscripDons	may	not	
prove	 parDcularly	 useful	 in	 countering	 or	
limiDng	 the	 threat	 posed	 by	 ideological	
convergence,	 unless	 a	 single	 individual	 or	
group	 consistently	 posed	 a	 similar	 threat	
while	 jusDfying	 them	 with	 different	
narraDves.	 The	 United	 States	 and	 allies	 are	
sDll	struggling	with	defining	a	terminology	for	
the	 extreme	 and	 violent	 far-right,	 with	 the	
U.S.	 labeling	 it	 “DVE”	 (domesDc	 violent	
extremism)	and	reflecDng	different	ideologies	
ranging	 from	 REMVE	 to	 MiliDa	 Violent	
Extremism	 (MVE)	 and	 Conspiracy-driven	

violent	extremism,	to	name	a	few.	The	U.S.	is,	
however,	 unusual	 in	 differenDaDng	 between	
domesDc	 and	 internaDonal	 terrorism,	
reflected	 in	 the	 challenges	 with	 regard	 to	
terminology.	 In	 the	 U.K.,	 it	 has	 now	 been	
n a m e d	 “ E x t r e m e	 R i g h t	 W i n g	
Terrorism”	 (ERWT), 	 while	 European	70

countries	 may	 refer	 to	 it	 as	 right-wing	
extremism.	 Australia,	 New	 Zealand,	 and	
Canada	uDlize	some	variaDon	of	ideologically-
moDvated	 violent	 extremism. 	 Ideological	71

convergence	 further	 complicates	 the	 efforts	
of	speaking	a	common	language	to	describe	a	
growing	terrorism	threat.	The	U.K.	Parliament	
Report	 on	 Extreme	 Right	 Wing	 Terrorism	
published	 on	 13	 July,	 2022,	 stressed	 the	
importance	 of	 a	 common	 terminology	 to	
define	 the	 threat,	 including	 for	 prosecuDon	
purposes. 	72

1. Consider	designaJng	 foreign	violent	 far-
right	groups	and	individuals	under	either	
U.S.	 FTO	 or	 E.O.	 13224	 designaJon	
authoriJes:	 While	 the	 nature	 of	 the	
violent	 far-right	 movement	 complicates	
the	 potenDal	 applicability	 of	 sancDons,	
lisDngs,	and	proscripDons,	several	experts	

	Geneva	Sands,	“White	Supremacist	Praise	of	the	Taliban	Takeover	Concerns	US	Officials	|	CNN	PoliDcs,”	CNN,	69

September	1,	2021,	hSps://www.cnn.com/2021/09/01/poliDcs/far-right-groups-praise-taliban-takeover/
index.html.

	“Extreme	Right-Wing	Terrorism,”	Intelligence	and	Security	CommiSee	of	Parliament,	UK	Parliament,	July	13,	70

2022,	hSps://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/E02710035-HCP-Extreme-Right-Wing-
Terrorism_Accessible.pdf.

	For	more	on	this	topic,	see	the	other	Briefs	in	this	series	and	in	parDcular,	Jessica	M.	Davis,	“Lessons	learned	71

from	LisDng	Violent	Far-Right	Extremist	Groups	in	Canada,"	The	Soufan	Center,	July	28,	2022,	hSps://
thesoufancenter.org/projects/deterrence-and-denial-the-impact-of-sancDons-and-designaDons-on-violent-far-
right-groups/.

	“Extreme	Right-Wing	Terrorism,”	Intelligence	and	Security	CommiSee	of	Parliament,	UK	Parliament,	July	13,	72

2022,	hSps://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/E02710035-HCP-Extreme-Right-Wing-
Terrorism_Accessible.pdf.
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have	stressed	that	an	important	aspect	of	
these	 tools	 to	 counter	 terrorism	 is	 to	
signal	 ideological	 agnosDcism	 when	
dealing	with	poliDcal	violence.	The	United	
States	 should	 determine	 whether	 any	
non-U.S.	 based	 individuals	 or	 groups	 on	
the	 U.K.,	 Canadian,	 New	 Zealand,	 or	
Australian	terrorist	lists	can	be	sancDoned	
under	 either	 its	 FTO	 or	 E.O.	 13224	
designaDon	 authoriDes.	 It	 will	 also	 be	
important	 for	 the	 United	 States	 to	
inventory	 and,	 where	 applicable,	 uDlize	
other	 sancDons	 regimes	 to	 disrupt	 the	
transnaDonal	 violent	 far-right	 network.	
For	 example,	 the	 United	 States	 should	
consider	 invesDgaDng	 potenDal	 financial	
Des	 between	 individuals	 sancDoned	
under	 the	 Global	 Magnitsky	 Act	 and	
violent	 far-right	 groups	 and	 individuals.	
The	 U.S.	 could	 also	 work	 diplomaDcally	
with	 other	 states,	 parDcularly	 FVEYs	
partners,	 to	 support	 lisDngs	 in	 other	
countries	 to	 further	 circumscribe	 the	
operaDng	 space	 for	 far-right	 terrorists	 in	
partner	states.	

2. Innovate	 to	develop	addiJonal	 forms	of	
regulaJons	 to	 counter	 the	 violent	 far-
right,	 beyond	 sancJons:	 SancDons,	
lisDngs,	 and	 proscripDons	 will	 not	
exclusively	curb	the	trends	that	currently	
define	the	contemporary	violent	 far-right	
movement.	 Apart	 from	 uDlizing	 these	
authoriDes,	 it	 will	 also	 be	 important	 for	
FVEY	countries	to	conDnue	to	innovate	on	
other	 forms	 of	 regulaDons—such	 as	 the	
3D	printing	of	guns,	anti-money	laundering	
regulations	 on	 cryptocurrencies,	 and	
social	 media	 regulatory	 frameworks—to	
complement	 sancDons,	 lisDngs,	 and	
proscripDons	 where	 necessary.	 For	
example,	incorporating	financial	technology	
companies	 in	 the	 membership	 and	
mandates	of	organizaDons	like	the	Global	
Internet	 Forum	 to	 Counter	 Terrorism	
(GIFCT)	and	Tech	Against	Terrorism.		

3. Focus	 on	 strengthening	 cooperaJon	
among	FVEY	countries	 in	countering	the	
threat	 from	 far-right	 terrorism:	 The	
landscape	 remains	 largely	 understudied	
as	 compared	 to	 other	 forms	 of	 violent	
ideologies,	 especially	 Salafi-jihadism,	
which	 also	 hampers	 the	 understanding	
and	 effecDveness	 of	 analysts,	 law	
enforcement,	 prevenDon	 experts,	 and	
other	frontline	practitioners	in	responding	
to	key	and	emerging	trends	that	facilitate	
violence.	In	addiDon,	as	illustrated	by	the	
findings	 of	 this	 brief,	 the	 threat	 is	 also	
rapidly	 evolving.	 As	 such,	 increased	
funding	 and	 resources	 to	 research	 the	
evolving	 violent	 far-right	 landscape	 will	
be	 key	 to	 formulate	 and	 implement	
evidence-based	policy	recommendaDons.	
For	 example,	 FVEY	 countries	 should	
consider	 establishing	 an	 informal	 forum	
to	share	informaDon,	intelligence,	trends,	
best	 pracDces,	 and	 connect	 frontline	
pracDDoners	with	one	another,	as	well	as	
relevant	 internaDonal	 partners	 like	 the	
United	 NaDons	 and	 the	 Global	 Counter-
terrorism	Forum.		

4. Strengthen	 internaJonal	 cooperaJon	
efforts	 to	 counter	 the	 narraJves	 of	 the	
violent	 far-r ight	 movement:	 T h e	
“mainstreaming”	 of	 violent	 far-right	
narratives,	coupled	with	the	phenomenon	
of	 ideological	 convergence,	 present	
challenges	for	how	to	prevent	recruitment	
and	 radicalizaDon	within	 the	movement,	
especially	of	vulnerable	populaDons	such	
as	youths.	Apart	from	signaling	accountability	
by	 sancDoning,	 lisDng,	 or	 proscribing	
violent	far-right	groups	and	individuals	as	
terrorists,	 it	 will	 also	 be	 important	 that	
FVEY	 countries	 cooperate	 with	 other	
stake-holders,	 such	 as	 the	 European	
Union	and	the	United	NaDons,	to	counter	
extremist	narraDves,	including	incitement	
to	 terrorism,	 while	 also	 learning	 from	
past	experiences	about	what	works	–	and	
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what	 doesn’t. 	 For	 example,	 the	 EU	73

RadicalizaDon	 Awareness	 Network	 has	
pushed	 for	 more	 inclusion	 of	 youth	 in	
policy-making	 and	 the	 development	 of	
prevenDon	 pracDces.	 Bui lding	 on	
international	efforts	to	counter	incitement	
and	 terrorist	 narratives,	 promote	 youth,	
peace,	 and	 security	 agenda,	 and	
strengthen	 the	 roles	 of	 civil	 society	
organizaDons,	 frequently	 engaged	 in	
criDcal	 prevenDon	 and	 rehabilitaDon	
efforts,	 will	 be	 a	 key	 component	 of	
collecDve	 efforts	 to	 address	 violent	 far-
right	 extremism,	 in	 individual	 states	 as	
well	as	the	transnaDonal	dimensions.		

	“Countering	Terrorist	NarraDves	&	Strategic	CommunicaDons:	Lessons	Learned	for	Tackling	Far-Right	Terrorism,”	73

The	Soufan	Center,	June	2021,	hSps://thesoufancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/TSC-Issue-
Brief_June-2021_COUNTERING-TERRORIST-NARRATIVES.pdf.
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